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“Great Jewish Thinkers”

Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik (1903-1993)
. A most influential and significant Jewish Leader of 20th century.
a 200 years rabbinical dynasty of both paternal and maternal.
Named after his great-grandfather the “Beis Halevy” RY Volozhin
Talmudic training in Russia and academic training in Berlin
1932 moved to USA Boston representative of Agudat Yisrael
1935 only visit to Israel to submit candidacy for ChR of Tel Aviv
1944 Chairman of Mizrachi Religious Zionists of America.
Rosh Yeshiva University RIETS Rabbical College 1941-1986

Non-messianic Religious Zionism - “Kol Dodi Dofek” 1956
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0. “Lonely Man of Faith” - 1965. Religious Existentialism.

“The Lonely Man of Faith”
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Rav Soloveitchik proposes that the two accounts of the creation of man (in
chapters 1 and 2 of Bereishit) portray two types of man, two human ideals. In
their approaches to God, the world and the self.

The first, he calls Adam |, - is guided by the quest for dignity, which is a
surface social quality attained by control over one's environment. He is a
creative and majestic personality who espouses a practical-utilitarian
approach to the world.

Adam Il, on the other hand, is guided by the quest for redemption, which is a
quality of the depth personality attained by control over oneself. He is humble
and submissive, and yearns for an intimate relationship with God and with his
fellow man in order to overcome his sense of incompleteness and inadequacy.
These differences carry over to the type of community each one creates: the
"natural work community" (Adam |) and the "covenantal faith community"
(Adam II).

God not only desires the existence of each of these personality types and
each of these communities, but actually bids each and every one of us to
attempt to embody both of these seemingly irreconcilable types within
ourselves. We must attempt to pursue both dignity and redemption.

The demand to be both Adam | and Adam |l leads to a built-in tension in the
life of each person responsive to this call; and because one lives with a
constant dialectic, a continual oscillation between two modes of existence,
one can never fully realize the goals of either Adam | or Adam II. Unable to
feel totally at home in either community, man is burdened by loneliness.



